
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
April 5, 2018 – 7:30 P.M. 

Walpole Public Library, Community Room 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Geosits, Ms. Muccini, Mrs. Gallivan,  

    Mr. Ryan, Mr. Buckley, Ms. Syrek 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent of Schools, Lincoln D. Lynch III, Ed. D. 

     School Business Administrator, Michael Friscia 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by 

School Committee Chairperson Mrs. Geosits. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are located in 

School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. Copy of Amended Votes for MSBA SOI 

2. Backpack List 

3. Walpole Public Schools Social-emotional curricula and Programs Pre-K – 12 

4. Dr. Elizabeth K. Englander – What To do If Your Child Is Being Bullied 

5. SPARK Kindness, Inc. 

6. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

7. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

The Meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

Student Representative to the School Committee, Darcie Coleman, reported on recent academic, 

athletic and extracurricular activity at Walpole High School. 

RECOGNITIONS: 

1. Boyden School Geography Bee Winners and Finalists - The School Committee recognized 

the Geography Bee winners from the Boyden and Old Post Road Schools for their outstanding 

accomplishment.  

2. Old Post Road Geography Bee Winner and Make-A-Wish Spelling Bee Winners - Old 

Post Road School winning students were recognized for the Make-A-Wish Spelling Bee.  The School 

had 160 students participate and collectively the students raised $5,368 for the Make-A-Wish 

Foundation.  This could not have been possible without the help of the third grade teachers, students 

and parents. 

Principal Barner proudly displayed the 2017 National Blue Ribbon School Award received today at the 

State House, as well as a citation from the State Senate. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Parent/Student Night – April 24, 2018 - On Tuesday, April 24th we will host a 

Parent/Student Night at Walpole High School.  The featured speaker will be Dr. Elizabeth Englander.  

Dr. Englander is a professor of Psychology and the founder and Director of the Massachusetts 

Aggression Reduction Center (MARC) at Bridgewater State University, a Center which delivers 

programs, resources, and research for the state of Massachusetts and nationwide. She is a nationally 

recognized researcher and expert in the area of bullying and cyberbullying, childhood causes of 
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aggression and abuse, and children’s use of technology.  Dr. Englander will conduct a panel discussion 

after the presentation.  We hope to have many parents and students attend this event. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Amended Vote re: MSBA SOI – The School Committee unanimously voted to amend the 

wording of the vote taken on March 8 regarding the MSBA Statement of Interest filing to match the 

Board of Selectmen vote. The essence of the amendment is to broaden possible building solutions to 

study (see stricken through language). 

Motion: To amend the Bird Middle School Statement of Interest to eliminate the words “both of 

these” in paragraph 2 of the Statement of Interest.  The Amended language for the 

filing will read as follows (see stricken through language): 

 

Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 8, 2018, prior to the SOI 

submission closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit 

to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form for the 

Bird Middle School at 625 Washington Street, Walpole, Massachusetts which describes 

and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an 

application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the 

future. The scope of this project is to address educational and major structural 

deficiencies at Bird Middle School. In 2013, the Town of Walpole and the Walpole 

Public Schools contracted with the Maguire Group to provide a comprehensive Master 

Planning Study to address the facility needs of the school.  This report also identified 

Johnson Middle School as having major deficiencies and recommended consolidating 

the two middle schools.  Subsequently, in 2016, a Secondary School Space Options 

Study was conducted by DRA Associates to investigate the feasibility of converting the 

current Walpole High School into a combined middle school and constructing a new 

high school. 

Due to the age and deterioration of the middle school buildings, both of these options 

are being explored to address the problem.  Each option has its pros and cons, and the 

plan is intended to provide a structure for further discussion by the Walpole 

community in order to determine the best option based on priorities, fiscal resources, 

and logistics.  Bird Middle School is the most deficient building in the school system 

and in need of the most immediate attention in areas including building conditions and 

educational sustainability. 
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 Built in 1961, Bird Middle school is near the end of its functional life, with structural 

and system deficiencies, a layout that does not support school safety and security, 

accessibility issues, programmatic requirements, and 21st Century learning.  Bird 

Middle School no longer supports the adequate delivery of education and 

programming needs to the students in Walpole.  We are looking for the support of the 

MSBA to provide a cost effective option that programmatically supports the students.  

The Committee acknowledges receipt of complete copies of the SOI’s provided by the 

School Administration for projects at Walpole High School, Bird Middle School and 

Eleanor Johnson Middle School and had full knowledge that we were voting on the 

details, specifically we received Priorities 2, 5 and 7.   

The Committee hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this 

Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way 

guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or 

any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, or 

commits the Walpole School District to filing an application for funding with the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

 

Moved: Mrs. Gallivan Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To amend the Johnson Middle School Statement of Interest to eliminate the words 

“both of these” in paragraph 2 of the Statement of Interest.  The Amended language 

for the filing will read as follows (see stricken through language): 

 

Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 8, 2018, prior to the SOI 

submission closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit 

to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form for the 

Johnson Middle School located at 111 Robbins Road, Walpole, Massachusetts which 

describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which 

an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in 

the future.  

The scope of this project is to address educational deficiencies at Eleanor N. Johnson 

Middle School. In 2013, the Town of Walpole and the Walpole Public Schools 

contracted with the Maguire Group to provide a comprehensive Master Planning 

Study to address the facility needs of the school.  This report also identified Johnson 

Middle School and Bird Middle School as having major deficiencies and 

recommended consolidating the two middle schools.  Subsequently, in 2016, a 

Secondary School Space Options Study was conducted by DRA Associates to 

investigate the feasibility of converting the current Walpole High School into a 

combined middle school and constructing a new high school.  Due to the age and 

deterioration of the middle school buildings, both of these options are being explored 

to address the problem.  Each option has its pros and cons, and the plan is intended to 

provide a structure for further discussion by the Walpole community in order to 

determine the best option based on priorities, fiscal resources, and logistics.  Along  
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 with Bird Middle School, Johnson Middle School is a deficient building in the school 

system and in need of immediate attention in multiple areas to ensure educational 

sustainability.  Built in 1966, Eleanor N. Johnson Middle school is near the end of its 

functional life, with structural and system deficiencies, a layout that does not support 

programmatic requirements and 21st Century learning , student safety concerns, and 

accessibility issues.  In addition to Bird Middle School, Johnson Middle School no 

longer supports the adequate delivery of education and programming needs to the 

students in Walpole.  We are looking for the support of the MSBA to provide a cost 

effective option that programmatically supports the students.  

The Committee acknowledges receipt of complete copies of the SOI’s provided by the 

School Administration for projects at Walpole High School, Bird Middle School and 

Eleanor Johnson Middle School and had full knowledge that we were voting on the 

details, specifically we received Priorities 2, 5 and 7.   

The Committee hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this 

Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way 

guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant 

or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, 

or commits the Walpole School District to filing an application for funding with the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

 

Moved: Mrs. Gallivan Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To amend the Walpole High School Statement of Interest to eliminate the words 

“both of these” in paragraph 3 of the Statement of Interest.  The Amended language 

for the filing will read as follows (see stricken through language): 

 

Resolved; Having convened in an open meeting on March 8, 2018, prior to the SOI 

submission closing date, the School Committee of Walpole, in accordance with its 

charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit 

to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form for 

the Walpole High School located at 275 Common Street, Walpole, Massachusetts 

which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) 

for which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building 

Authority in the future.  

The scope of this project is to address educational and major structural deficiencies at 

both Bird and Johnson Middle Schools. In 2013, the Town of Walpole and the 

Walpole Public Schools contracted with the Maguire Group to provide a 

comprehensive Master Planning Study to address the facility needs of the school.  

This report also identified the two middle schools as having major deficiencies and 

recommended consolidating them.  Subsequently, in 2016, a Secondary School Space 

Options Study was conducted by DRA Associates to investigate the feasibility of 

converting the current Walpole High School into a combined middle school and 

constructing a new high school.  This option was prompted by increasing space 

concerns to provide adequate educational programs at the high school. 
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 Due to the age and deterioration of the middle school buildings, along with space 

issues at the high school, both of these options are being explored to address our 

secondary school deficiencies.  Each option has its pros and cons, and the plan is 

intended to provide a structure for further discussion by the Walpole community in 

order to determine the best option based on priorities, fiscal resources, and logistics.  

We are looking for the support of the MSBA to provide a cost effective option that 

programmatically supports the students.  

The Committee acknowledges receipt of complete copies of the SOI’s provided by the 

School Administration for projects at Walpole High School, Bird Middle School and 

Eleanor Johnson Middle School and had full knowledge that we were voting on the 

details, specifically we received Priorities 2, 5 and 7.   

The Committee hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this 

Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way 

guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a grant 

or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority, 

or commits the Walpole School District to filing an application for funding with the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

 

Moved: Mrs. Gallivan Second: Ms. Muccini Vote: 5-0-0, in favor 

 

Mr. Michael Ryan arrived at 7:55 p.m. 

2. Capital Budget Update - Mr. Friscia presented the tentative Spring 2018 Capital Budget. 

3. Security Lock-Down Backpack Progress Report – Mr. Friscia gave a security lock-down 

classroom backpack progress report. 

4. Inventory of Current Initiatives for Social-Emotional Learning – This item was tabled for 

the next School Committee Meeting. 

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: 

1. FY ’19 Budget Update and FY ’18 Budget Update - Dr. Lynch gave an update on both the 

FY ’18 and FY ’19 budgets 

SUBCOMMITEE REPORTS: 

1. Budget Subcommittee Meeting – A Budget Subcommittee Meeting was held on March 27, 

2018.  Dr. Lynch gave a summary of the subcommittee meeting for the School Committee. 

 

Dr. Lynch reported positive news from Beacon Hill regarding a supplemental reimbursement to 

Walpole for volatile Special Education expenses. He thanked Walpole Legislative Delegation for their 

support and advocacy. 
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APPROVAL OF WARRANTS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated April 3, 2018. 

Moved: Mrs. Syrek Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants as stated on the list submitted by 

the Superintendent dated April 3, 2018. 

Moved: Mrs. Syrek Second: Mr. Buckley Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated April 3, 2018. 

Moved: Ms. Muccini  Second: Mrs. Gallivan Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the Regular Meeting Minutes for March 2, 2018. 

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mrs. Syrek Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

Motion: To approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes for March 22, 2018. 

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mrs. Syrek Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

     

 

Motion: To approve the Curriculum Subcommittee Meeting Workshop Minutes for 

March 22, 2018. 

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mrs. Syrek Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

     

 

Motion: To approve the Budget Subcommittee Meeting Minutes for March 27, 2018. 

Moved: Mr. Ryan Second: Mrs. Syrek Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

     

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.  The next regular School Committee Meeting will be April 6, 2018. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Beth Muccini, Vice Chairman 


